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The challenge

Supermarkets generate enormous quantities of organic, plastic, and
cardboard waste and collection is costly.

The organic waste from the two Renaissance IGA stores, located in
Hawthorn Victoria, was unsaleable produce, delicatessen, and bakery
waste, and food items that were past their ‘best before’ date that could no
longer be sold. The waste was being placed into general waste bins and
transported via trucks to landfill. The waste being generated was costly
and carbon heavy.

The solution

Renaissance IGA installed an Orca rubbish digestor into the back of
house operations at both stores. Compact models were chosen to suit
the store operations and were placed in close proximity to their
operational areas. The machines break down organic material using
water, air, and microbiology to create an environmentally friendly liquid
that is poured down the drain.

The result

The switch to an onsite organic waste solution was a seamless transition
for the Renaissance IGA stores. The Digestor system significantly reduced
the amount of waste the businesses sent to landfill.

This initiative achieved cost reductions in general waste disposal
contracts, cutting each store’'s weekly bin collections by half and
contributed to the owner’s sustainability goals.

The operation also reduced the smells from the commercial bins wafting
and impacting shoppers and passers-by.
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The facts
Reducing waste saves the planet and saves businesses significant costs.

In the first year of operating the organic waste digestor, the two
Renaissance store:

» Saved a combined $1,500 per month on organic waste removal
costs, resulting in an annual saving of $18,000.

= Diverted 41.24 tonnes of food waste from landfill.

» Stopped 78.35 tonnes of CO2 emissions into the atmosphere.

» Reduced fossil fuel used with 33,878 less litres of diesel

= Greenhouse gas emissions dropped by approximately 7.9 tonnes.

“I am passionate about finding a better solution to waste management.
Although we are a small business, Renaissance IGA was generating waste
in a costly and carbon heavy manner. So, when we were introduced to an
onsite organic waste solution, it was the perfect solution that | know
existed.

Being able to sustainably dispose of organic waste in the digestor has
been amazing and a lot more efficient. It works like a human stomach,
helping to digest all our food waste which has massively reduced the
amount of waste we send to landfill.

I am proud to be doing my bit to tackle this issue and would recommend
such technology to any business that has organic waste and cares about
where it ends up.”

Source: Eden Altman, Operator of the two family-owned Renaissance IGA
supermarkets
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